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^ her successor, Elizabeth was extremely angry. She banished
Bacon from Court and cast Hales into prison.

It was all very disturbing to the dispassionate pursuit of an
agreement between Elizabeth and Mary. The succession, in-
deed, was not a gift which Elizabeth could lightly make and
later withdraw if Mary embarked on a hostile policy. It was a
right. Once declared, it could never be rescinded with any show
of justice or hope of real effect. Even if she had wished - which
she did not - Elizabeth could not have got Mary's claim recog-
nized by any of her parliaments without clear proof that she was
effectively tied to the interests of England and its Protestant
establishment.

The crux of this problem was Mary's marriage. She must not
marry a foreign, Catholic prince, such as Don Carlos of Spain,
the Archduke Charles, or the King of France, The ideal hus-
band from England's point of view would be an English noble-
man in whose loyalty to herself and her country Elizabeth had
perfect trust. It was a situation not unlike that in October when
Elizabeth had thought herself dying of smallpox; and her mind
now ran upon the same solution that she is said to have thought
of then. There was only one person in whom, foolishly or
wisely, she had such trust - Dudley; and being convinced that
she could not marry him herself, she decided to offer him to
Mary. In this way her affections would be vicariously satisfied,
knd she herself reconciled to celibacy and a career; a reconcilia-
tion not excessively disturbing to a woman of her temperament.
As a Scottish ambassador said to her: 'Madam, I know your
stately stomach: ye think if ye were married, ye would be but
Queen of England, and now ye are King and Queen both; ye
may not suffer a commander.5

Elizabeth enriched the comedy of history by her proposal,
but, if only one could share her belief in her none-too-admirabie
Dudley, it was neither unstatesmanlike nor unfriendly to Mary.
Naturally, others could hardly be expected to see with the same
glamoured eyes. When she broached her startling idea to Mait-
land, who was in London during the 1563 parliament, he extri-
sated himself from an embarrassing conversation with ready